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President Hassan Rouhani secured a second four-year term in office in May 2017, in an election marked by debate over the state of civil and political rights in Iran. Executions, especially for drug-related offenses, continued at a high rate. Authorities in the security apparatus and Iran’s judiciary continued to target journalists, online media activists, and human rights defenders in an ongoing crackdown, in blatant disregard of international and domestic legal standards.

Death Penalty

The judiciary continued to execute individuals at a high rate, particularly for drug offenses. Human rights groups reported that Iran executed at least 476 individuals as of November 27, 2017, including five individuals who were sentenced to death for crimes they allegedly committed as children.

On August 13, the Iranian parliament approved a long-awaited amendment to the country’s drug law that significantly raises the bar for a mandatory death sentence for drug-related offenses. The Guardian Council, a body of 12 Islamic jurists, approved the amendment in October and the law went to force on November 14. On Novemrber 21, Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi, Prosecutor of Tehran , stated that 3,300 individuals convicted of drug offenses have filed appeals under the new law.

Under Iran’s penal code that went into force in 2013, judges can use their discretion not to sentence children to death. However, a number of individuals who were retried under this provision for crimes they allegedly committed as children have been sentenced to death anyway.

Iranian law considers acts such as “insulting the prophet,” apostasy, same-sex relations, adultery, and certain non-violent drug-related offenses as crimes punishable by death. On August 28, Mahmoud Alizadeh Tababi, the lawyer of Mohammadi Ali Taheri, a spiritual teacher and the founder of the spiritual group of Erfan-e-Halghe (Circle of Mysticism), announced that his client was sentenced to death for the second time on a charge of “sowing corruption on earth.” Previously, in 2011, a revolutionary court had sentenced Taheri to five years in prison, but in 2015 tried him again for corruption on earth and sentenced him to death. The ruling was rejected by the supreme court in 2016.

Due Process Rights and Treatment of Prisoners

Iranian courts, and particularly the revolutionary courts, regularly fell short of providing fair trials and used confessions obtained under torture as evidence in court. Authorities routinely restrict detainees’ access to legal counsel, particularly during the investigation period.

Several individuals charged with national security crimes suffered from a lack of adequate access to medical care in detention. In August, authorities refused to allow for the hospitalization of Arash Sadeghi, a 30-year-old human rights defender, who suffers from digestive complications following his long-term hunger strike in February. Zeinab Jalalian, a Kurdish prisoner who is serving a life in prison sentence in Khoy prison in West Azarbaijan province, is reportedly in urgent need of medical treatment for her eye. In 2017, several political prisoners in Rajai Shahr and Evin prisons, including Saeed Shirzad, a child rights activist, embarked on a hunger strike to protest their prison conditions.

Freedoms of Expression, Association and Assembly

On December 19, 2016, President Rouhani announced the Charter on Citizens’ Rights, which largely reiterated rights and protections that already exist in the constitution and domestic law. In the absence of a mechanism for enforcement, however, it is unclear whether the Charter will add real protections.

Authorities continued to restrict freedoms of expression, association and assembly and prosecuted dozens of journalists, online media activists, and trade unionists on charges of “acting against national security,” “propaganda against the state,” and “assembly and collusion to disrupt national security,” merely for exercising their legitimate rights.

On August 29, Ali Mojtahedzadeh, the lawyer of six administrators of channels on the social media application Telegram who were close to reformists arrested before the May presidential elections, told Ilna news agency that Branch 15 of Tehran’s revolutionary court had sentenced his clients to three to five years in prison.

In March, the Intelligence Ministry arrested journalists Hengameh Shahidi and Zeinab Karmianian and detained them for nearly five months. They were released on August 29.

Authorities from the Judiciary Intelligence Agency arrested Sasan Aghaei, 34, deputy editor of the reformist daily Etemad, and Yaghma Fashkhami, a journalist for the Didban Iran website, at their offices in Tehran on August 13 and 22, respectively. As of November, authorities have not charged either individual with a recognizable crime.

Authorities sent back to prison several prominent trade unionists whom they had sentenced to prison for peaceful activities but later released. Authorities arrested Ismael Abdi, the Secretary General of the Teachers’ Union, and Mahmoud Beheshti Langeroudi, the Union’s Spokesperson, on June 7 and September 13, respectively, while they were out on furlough. On August 9, Reza Shahabi, a prominent labor activist, returned to prison to serve the remainder of his six-year prison sentence in order to prevent the judiciary from seizing his bail. Shahabi had been released on medical grounds in May 2014.

Human Rights Defenders and Political Prisoners

Scores of human rights defenders and political activists remain behind bars for their peaceful activism. Atena Daemi, a child rights activist, is still serving a seven year prison sentence from November 2016 for peaceful activism. Abdolfatah Soltani, a prominent human rights lawyer who has been in prison since 2011, is serving a 13-year prison sentence for his human rights work, including co-founding the Defenders of Human Rights Center. Zia Nabavi, a student activist, is serving a 10-year prison sentence in Karoon prison in the city of Ahvaz.

On March 16, Narges Mohammadi, a prominent human rights defender who was arrested in June 2015 to serve the remainder of her six-year prison sentence, began serving a new sentence of 10 years in prison on charges including “membership in the banned campaign of Step by Step to Stop the Death Penalty.”

Over the past three years, authorities have prosecuted, on charges of cooperating with foreign states, several Iranian dual nationals and foreign nationals who have traveled to Iran. These include Siamak Namazi, a businessman, and his 81-year-old father Baquer, as well as Nazanin Zaghari Radcliffe, Nizar Zakka, and Xiyue Wang.

Former presidential election candidates Mehdi Karroubi and Mir Hossein Mousavi, as well as Mousavi’s wife Zahra Rahnavard, who is a scholar, have remained under house arrest without charge or trial since February 2011. Their families have reported that the health of all three has deteriorated and that they have been denied access to adequate healthcare.

Women’s Rights

Iranian women face discrimination in personal status matters related to marriage, divorce, inheritance, and child custody. A virgin woman needs her male guardian’s approval for marriage regardless of her age, and Iranian women cannot pass on their nationality to their foreign-born spouses or their children. A married woman may not obtain a passport or travel outside the country without the written permission of her husband. Under the civil code, a husband is accorded the right to choose the place of living and can prevent his wife from having certain occupations if he deems them against “family values.”

Laws and policies that discriminate against women interfere with Iranian women’s right to work. Women confront an array of restrictions, such as on their ability to travel, prohibitions on entering certain jobs, and an absence of basic legal protections.

In 2017, Human Rights Watch documented how in this discriminatory environment, and in the face of government policies that do not afford adequate protection against discrimination in the public and private sectors, women are marginalized in the economy, constituting only 16 percent of the workforce. The rate of unemployment for women is 20 percent, twice that of men.

During his reelection campaign, President Rouhani criticized women’s marginalization in the economy and vowed to increase their presence in decision-making roles in his government. He did not, however, select a female minister despite expectations that he would do so by many, including members of parliament.

On June 9, Iran reportedly allowed 300 women to attend a volleyball game between Iran and Belguim national teams, but only 30 of those tickets were sold to the public. Authorities, prevent girls and women from attending certain sporting events, including men’s soccer.

Treatment of Minorities, Migrants, Rights of Persons with Disability

Iranian law denies freedom of religion to Baha’is and discriminates against them. At least 92 Baha’is were held in Iran’s prisons as of November 2017. On September 18 and October 31, Mahvash Sabet, Fariba Kamal Abadi, and Behrouz Kamali, three of the seven members of the former leadership group of the Baha’is in Iran, were released from prison after serving their 10-year prison sentence. The government also discriminates against other religious minorities, including Sunni Muslims, and restricts cultural as well as political activities among the country’s Azeri, Kurdish, Arab, and Baluch ethnic minorities.

On August 2, Molavi Abdolhamid, a prominent Sunni leader, wrote a letter to Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei asking him to remove restrictions on the appointment and employment of Sunnis in Sunni-majority areas and to remove restrictions on Friday prayer assemblies in major cities in Iran. Ayatollah Khamenei reportedly responded that Iranian law and Sharia oblige officials not to discriminate between Iranians based on religion or ethnicity.

On October 8, the court of adminsitrarive justice suspended Sepanta Niknam, a Zoroastrian member of the Yazd City Council, because of his religion.

In 2015, Iran reportedly allowed all Afghan children, including undocumented ones, to enroll in schools after Ayatollah Khamenei issued a ruling emphasizing that “no Afghan child, even the undocumented ones, should be left out of school.” On September 14, 2017, Seyed Mohammad Bathaie, Iran’s Minister of Education, announced that 370,000 Afghans and other foreign students have enrolled in schools in Iran.

In 2017, Human Rights Watch documented that Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) had recruited Afghan children residing in Iran to fight as combatants in Syria in its Fatemiyoun division.

Under Iranian law, same-sex conduct is punishable by flogging and, in the case of two men, can be punished by the death penalty. Although Iran permits and subsidizes sex reassignment surgery for transgender people, no law prohibits discrimination against them. On September 14, Nasser Atabati, procsecutor of Ardebil province, told media that six people have been arrested in Ardebil for promoting homosexuality on the Telegram messaging platform.

In March 2017, before the Committee on the Rights of the Child, Iran denied allegations that coercive treatment and electric shocks were being used against LGBTI people.

On April 12, in its concluding observation, the Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities expressed concerns over violation of disability rights by the Iranian government in many areas including preventing and punishing violence and abuse, access to justice, and denial of legal capacity. The Committee also recommended that Iran brings its legislation in line with the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, which Iran ratified in 2009. A new Bill on Protecting Rights of Persons with Disabilities is currently under consideration in an especially designated Commission in the Parliament.

International Actors

Iran continues to provide the Syrian government with military assistance and plays an influential role alongside Russia and Turkey in the Syria negotiations currently taking place in Astana, Kazakhstan. Human Rights Watch has documented a pattern of deliberate and indiscriminate attacks on civilians as well as torture by the Syrian government.

On Octotber 13, President Trump announced he was not certifying Iran’s compliance with the nuclear agreement signed in 2015 between Iran and the five permanent members of the UN Security Council, plus Germany and the European Union. Instead Trump asked Congress to re-evaluate conditions for reimposing sanction on Iran. The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has maintained that Iran is complying with the terms of the agreement. 

Iran: No Momentum for Reform 

Serious Abuses by the Judiciary, Security Forces

January 18, 2018 3:15AM EST 
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 (Beirut) – Iran’s government in 2017 had a dismal record of repression and violations of the rights to free expression, a fair trial, gender equality and religious freedom, Human Rights Watch said today in its World Report 2018. Repressive elements in the security forces, the judiciary, and unelected governing bodies such as the Guardian Council, retained their tight grip on the country’s politics and their suppression of human rights.

 

Security and intelligence forces summoned, harassed, and arrested dozens of journalists, prominent trade unionists, and social media activists. Several human rights defenders and activists remained behind bars, including Narges Mohammadi, vice president of the banned Defenders of Human Rights Center (DHRC). Revolutionary courts sentenced several activists, and a number of Iranian dual and foreign nationals, to long prison sentences on vaguely defined national security charges that are often invoked to criminalize legitimate human rights.

 

“Iranian decision-makers have made it clear that addressing the myriad human rights violations in the country is simply not on the agenda,” said Sarah Leah Whitson, Middle East director at Human Rights Watch. “Authorities who actively commit human rights violations and others who stand by without challenging the abuses are responsible for the dire human rights conditions in Iran.”

 

In the 643-page World Report, its 28th edition, Human Rights Watch reviews human rights practices in more than 90 countries. In his introductory essay, Executive Director Kenneth Roth writes that political leaders willing to stand up for human rights principles showed that it is possible to limit authoritarian populist agendas. When combined with mobilized publics and effective multilateral actors, these leaders demonstrated that the rise of anti-rights governments is not inevitable.

 

In 2017, human rights groups reported that Iran had executed at least 476 people as of November 27, including four sentenced to death for nonviolent crimes they allegedly committed as children. On October 23, the Judiciary announced that it had sentenced Ahmad Reza Djalali, an Iranian academic who lives in Sweden, to death on espionage charges.

 

In one positive sign, on October 18, the Guardian Council approved a long-awaited drug law amendment that significantly raises the bar for a mandatory death sentence for drug-related offenses after the parliament did not act on an initial draft law to eliminate the death penalty for nonviolent drug offenses. On November 21, Abbas Jafari Dolatabadi, Tehran’s prosecutor, said that 3,300 people convicted of drug offenses had already filed appeals.

 

There were new signs of discrimination against religious minorities. Mahvash Sabet and Fariba Kamal Abadi, two of the seven members of the former leadership group of the Baha’i community in Iran, were released from prison after serving 10-year prison sentences. But as of November 21, 92 members of Baha’i faith remained in Iranian prisons. On October 8, the court of administrative justice suspended Sepanta Niknam, a Zoroastrian member of the Yazd City Council, because of his religion.

 

Iran’s 1996 council election law allows candidates from recognized religious minorities to run as candidates in city and village elections as long as they “believe in and demonstrate their commitment to their own religious principles in practice.” But in May the head of the Guardian Council published a letter declaring that it is against Sharia (Islamic law) for non-Muslims to be candidates in Shia Muslim-majority areas.

 

Iranian laws and policy discriminate against women in personal status matters related to marriage, divorce, inheritance, and child custody as well as participation in the public sphere. Women are marginalized in the economy, constituting only 16 percent of the workforce. On the campaign trail, President Hassan Rouhani criticized gender discrimination and promised to “increase women’s participation in high-level management positions.” He did not, however, select a female minister despite expectations that he would do so by many, including members of parliament.

 

Scores of human rights defenders and political activists, including Abdolfattah Soltani, Atena Farghdani, and Reza Shahabi remain behind bars for their peaceful activism. Former presidential candidates Mehdi Karroubi and Mir Hossein Mousavi, and Zahra Rahnavard, a scholar who is Mousavi’s wife, have remained under house arrest without charge or trial since February 2011. Intelligence officials have also have detained Sasan Aghaei, 34, deputy editor of the reformist daily Etemad, and Yaghma Fashkhami, a journalist for the Didban Iran website, for more than three months without clear charges. 

Juvenile Execution

URGENT ACTION 

Teen arrested at 14 still at risk of execution 

UA: 10/18 Index: MDE 13/7745/2018 Iran Date: 19 January 2018 
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Iranian teenager Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi remains at risk of execution after his execution scheduled for 17 January was postponed. He was 14 years old at the time of the crime of which he was convicted. Since 2014, he has been subjected to the anguish of being transferred to solitary confinement in preparation for his execution four times.  

The execution of Iranian teenager Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi, aged 19, was scheduled to take place on 17 January 2018 in Qom prison. The authorities postponed it hours before it was due to take place without stating a reason and after international pressure mounted. He remains at risk of execution. 

Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi was sentenced to death on 17 September 2014, after Branch 1 of the Criminal Court in Qom province convicted him of murder for the fatal stabbing of a young man during a fight on 26 December 2013. He was 14 years old at the time of the crime. In sentencing him to death, the court held that he had reached the age of adult criminal responsibility as per Article 147 of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code, which sets this age at 15 lunar years (14 years and six months) for boys and 9 lunar years (8 years and 8 months) for girls. The court also cited an opinion from the Legal Medicine Organization of Iran that stated he had “mental maturity” at the time of the crime. The verdict was upheld by the Supreme Court in November 2014. In 2015, Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi submitted a request for retrial noting his young age and the fact that the medical panel assessing his maturity at the time of the crime did not include a child psychology specialist. Branch 33 of the Supreme Court rejected the request for retrial in October 2015. 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Iran ratified in 1993, is unequivocal in its absolute prohibition on the use of the death penalty for crimes committed by individuals below 18 years of age. Amnesty International opposes the death penalty in all cases without exception regardless of the nature of the crime, the characteristics of the offender, or the method used by the state to kill the prisoner. The death penalty is a violation of the right to life and the ultimate cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment. 

Please write immediately in English, Persian or your own language urging the Iranian authorities to: 

 Cancel any plans to execute Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi and ensure that his death sentence is commuted without delay;  

 Immediately establish an official moratorium on executions of all juvenile offenders and commute their death sentences without delay;  

 Amend Article 91 of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code to completely abolish the use of the death penalty for crimes committed by individuals below the age of 18, in line with Iran’s human rights obligations under the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention on the Rights of the Child. 

PLEASE SEND APPEALS BEFORE 2 MARCH 2018 TO: Deputy Secretary General of the High Council for Human Rights  Kazem Gharib Abadi  Esfandiar Boulevard Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

 Spokesperson of the Legal and Judicial Parliamentary Commission  Haj Hassan Norouzi   Islamic Consultative Assembly   Baharestan Square  Tehran, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Email: info@hasan-noroozi.ir And copies to: Qom General Prosecutor  Mehdi Kaheh  Office of the Prosecutor Saheli Street (Shaheed Lavasani) Qom, Islamic Republic of Iran 

Also send copies to diplomatic representatives accredited to your country. Please insert local diplomatic addresses below: Name Address 1 Address 2 Address 3 Fax Fax number Email Email address Salutation Salutation  Please check with your section office if sending appeals after the above date. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

The 2013 Islamic Penal Code is not consistent with its use of calendars. It references the solar calendar for children convicted of crimes that fall in the category of ta’zir (crimes for which fixed penalties are not provided in Islamic law) and the lunar calendar for children convicted of crimes that fall in the categories of qesas (retribution-in-kind) or hodud (crimes which carry fixed penalties as prescribed by Islamic law). 

Born on 16 January 1999, Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi was 14 years and 11 months old at the time of the crime. However, the authorities have argued that he was 15 years and five months under the Islamic lunar calendar, which is referenced in certain provisions of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code. 

The discrepancy resulting from the use of different calendars is not relevant in the case of Abolfazl Chezani Sharahi, as there is no dispute that he was under the age of 18 at the time of the crime. The Convention on the Rights of the Child, which Iran ratified in 1993, is unequivocal in its absolute prohibition on the use of the death penalty for crimes committed by individuals below 18 years of age. 

Under Iranian law, juvenile offenders who are convicted of murder or crimes that fall in the category of hodud are treated and punished in the same way as adults once they are 14 years and six months old in the case of boys and eight years and eight months old in the case of girls. Since the adoption of the 2013 Islamic Penal Code, judges have been given discretion not to sentence juvenile offenders to death if they determine that they did not understand the nature of the crime or its consequences, or their “mental maturity” was in doubt (article 91). 

This provision violates well-established principles of juvenile justice, which state individuals under 18 years of age should always be treated as less mature and culpable, and should never face the same penalties as adults. 

Between 2005 and 2018, Amnesty International has recorded the execution of 86 individuals in Iran who were below 18 years old when the crime of which they were convicted took place, including four individuals in 2017 and one so far in 2018. The real number is likely much higher. 

Amnesty International has also identified the names of at least 80 individuals on death row who were below 18 when the crimes of which they were convicted took place. Many have spent prolonged periods on death row – in some cases more than a decade. Some have had their executions scheduled and then postponed or stayed at the last minute on multiple occasions, adding to their torment. 

Execution

Prisoner Executed in Northern Iran

https://iranhr.net/en/articles/3193/
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Iran Human Rights Organization (Jan 16, 2018): A prisoner was executed at Babol Prison on murder charges.
According to a report by HRANA, on the morning of Monday, January 15, a prisoner was executed at Babol prison. The 27-year-old prisoner, identified as Y. S., was sentenced to death on murder charges.

The prisoner had murdered his wife three years ago.

The execution of this prisoner has not been announced by the state-run media so far.

According to Iran Human Rights annual report on the death penalty, 142 of the 530 execution sentences in 2016 were implemented due to murder charges. There is a lack of any classification of murder by degree in Iran which results in issuing a death sentence for all types of the murder regardless of intensity and intent.
Iran: Three men on verge of execution after 14 years of prison 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/iran-three-men-verge-execution-14-years-prison/
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Three young men, charged with murder and robbery 14 years ago will soon go to the gallows, According to the state-run Sharg daily.

They have been identified as Nima, Farzad, Mansour and Mahmoud. The defendants were put to trial and the victim’s family requested retribution for them. They were also sentenced to 10 years of prison and 74 lashes.  The verdict was sent to the Supreme Court after the defense objected the ruling. The Supreme Court judges upheld the sentence bringing the three defendants steps away from the gallows. The fourth convict was also sentenced to imprisonment for robbery. 

Iran hangs three in the cities of Mashhad and Babol 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/iran-hangs-three-cities-mashhad-babol/
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Two young men, 22 and 23, were executed in Prison of Mashhad on January 16, 2018. They were found guilty of murder, according to the state-run Rokna news agency. 
Another man identified only as Y.S, 27, was executed earlier this week on January 15, 2017 on murder charges in Babol, northern Iran.  
Recently the National Council of Resistance of Iran in a statement announced that simultaneous with the nationwide uprising of the Iranian people, at least eight executions were carried out across Iran. 
“On Thursday, January 11, two prisoners were executed publicly in Salmas and Qazvin. The prisoner executed in Salmas suffered from mental illness. The young man executed in Qazvin Prison was on death row for eight years.
On January 8, two prisoners were executed in Sari and on January 4; two other prisoners were executed in Gohardasht, Karaj. Amir Hossein Pour Jafar, one of the executed, was 16 years old at the time of committing alleged crime. On January 2, a prisoner was executed in Dizelabad prison in Kermanshah, and the day before, a 22-year- old youth was executed in Mashhad Central Prison.” The statement reads in part.

Two Prisoners Executed In Central Iran

https://iranhr.net/en/articles/3204/
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Iran Human rights (Jan 18, 2018): Two prisoners, each charged with rape, were hanged at Karaj Central Prison.
According to Iran Newspaper, on the morning of Wednesday, January 17, two prisoners were executed at Karaj Central Prison. The prisoners were sentenced to death on the charge of rape.

The prisoners were identified as Sina, 30, and a 33-year-old man.

Karaj Central Prison, also called Karaj Central Penetiary, is close to Ghezelhesar Prison. The prisoners from Alborz Province are kept in Karaj Central Prison.

Torture - Amputation the Hand

Iran: Authorities amputate a man’s hand in shocking act of cruelty

18 January 2018, 18:16 UTC 

https://www.amnesty.org/en/latest/news/2018/01/iran-authorities-amputate-a-mans-hand-in-shocking-act-of-cruelty/
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Amnesty International is outraged by reports that Iranian authorities have amputated the hand of a man convicted of theft. The amputation, which was conducted by guillotine, took place yesterday in the central prison in Mashhad city in north-eastern Razavi Khorasan province, according to the state-sponsored newspaper Khorasan News. 
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According to Khorasan News, the 34-year-old man, referred to as A. Kh., was transferred to a medical centre immediately after the punishment was carried out. He was sentenced to hand amputation six years ago for stealing livestock and other valuables from several villages in the province. The sentence was then upheld by the Khorasan Criminal Court of Appeal.

“Meting out such unspeakably cruel punishments is not justice and serves to highlight the Iranian authorities’ complete disregard for human dignity. There is no place for such brutality in a robust criminal justice system,” said Magdalena Mughrabi, Deputy Middle East and North Africa Director at Amnesty International.

“Amputation is torture plain and simple, and administering torture is a crime under international law. As a party to the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Iran is legally obliged to forbid torture in all circumstances and without exception. Those responsible for ordering and executing such practices should know that they are liable to criminal prosecution under international law."

The Iranian authorities have consistently defended amputation as the best way to deter theft, expressing regret that it cannot be practiced in public and on a widespread basis without international condemnation. In a shocking statement before the UN Human Rights Council in October 2010, Mohammad Javad Larijani, the head of Iran’s Human Rights Council, denied that such punishments amount to torture, claiming they are “culturally and religiously justified”.

In reality, however, a domestic movement to abolish such cruel, inhuman and degrading punishments has long been underway in Iran and many Iranians, including several human rights defenders, clerics and religious scholars, have expressed their opposition and faced persecution in reprisal.   

 “It is appalling that the Iranian authorities continue to impose and carry out amputation sentences, and justify this legalized brutality in the name of religion, culture and crime prevention.  The Iranian authorities must urgently abolish all forms of corporal punishment and move towards a criminal justice system that is focused on rehabilitation and treats prisoners humanely,” said Mughrabi.

In 2017 alone, dozens of amputation sentences were imposed and subsequently upheld by the Supreme Court. In one case, in April 2017, judicial authorities in Shiraz, Fars province, amputated the hand of Hamid Moinee for robbery before executing him 10 days later for murder.

Before carrying out the amputation sentences, the authorities often arbitrarily imprison those convicted, even though no prison sentences are issued against them.

According to Abdorrahman Boroumand Foundation, between 2007 and 2017, the Iranian authorities issued at least 215 amputation sentences and carried out 125 amputations, including at least six amputations in public.

Dozens of prisoners are currently believed to be at risk of amputation across the country, including in Khorasan Razavi, Fars, Khuzestan, and Markazi provinces.

Background
In 2017, judicial authorities in Iran imposed and carried out other cruel and inhuman punishments amounting to torture, including flogging and blinding.

For example, in January, journalist Hossein Movahedi was lashed 40 times in Najaf Abad, Esfahan province, after a court found him guilty of inaccurately reporting the number of motorcycles confiscated by police in the city.

In February, the Supreme Court upheld a blinding sentence issued by a criminal court in Kohgiluyeh and Boyer-Ahmad province against a woman in retribution for blinding another woman.

In May, a woman arrested for having an extra-marital relationship was sentenced by a criminal court in Tehran to two years of washing corpses and 74 lashes. The man was sentenced to 99 lashes.

The Iranian regulatory code for implementation of corporal punishments such as amputation requires the presence of a physician for the assessment and enforcement of the sentence. This is in direct violation of ethical guidelines and international human rights law, which expressly prohibit health providers’ involvement in torture and other ill-treatment.

Iran: Judiciary official stresses on cross amputation for offenders 

By IranHRM On Jan 18, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/18/iran-judiciary-official-stresses-cross-amputation-offenders/
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The state-run Fars news agency cited Judiciary Spokesperson Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Eje’i, on January 17, 2018 as saying that there would be a strict punishment for anyone who created insecurity in the community.

Referring to the punishment of offenders according to religious law, he said that “a leg and hand can be amputated.”

“Another punishment we have in mind for those who create insecurity in the community is either execution or to permanently cut them off from the community so they would not have the right to return to their life and people.”

This is the importance of security and order in the community,” he stressed.

Iran: Execution of Five Young Prisoners and Hand Amputation of Another in Three Days 

Saturday, 20 January 2018 08:58 

https://www.ncr-iran.org/en/ncri-statements/human-rights/24205-iran-execution-of-five-young-prisoners-and-hand-amputation-of-another-in-three-days
During the nationwide uprising of the Iranian people against the detested rule of Velayat-e faqih, the regime's judiciary executed five young prisoners from January 15 to 17. On January 17, a brutal sentence to amputate a young man's hand for stealing several sheeps was carried out in Mashhad Prison.

Two prisoners of 30 and 33 years old were hanged on January 17, 2018 in the Karaj Central Prison. The day before, two other young people who 19 and 20 at the time of their arrest were executed in Mashhad. On Monday, January 15, a 27-year-old prisoner was hanged in Babol prison.

Meanwhile, Abolfazl Chezani, who was arrested at age 15, is now on the verge of execution in Qom prison after serving four years of imprisonment.

The purpose of these executions is to exacerbate the atmosphere of intimidation of young people who have suffered from oppression, poverty and unemployment, and who in recent weeks have shaken the pillars of the clerical regime with their uprising. The response of the people, especially the youth of Iran, to this brutality is the continuation of the uprising until the overthrow of the corrupt and oppressive clerical regime.

The Iranian Resistance calls on all the international human rights organizations and bodies to take urgent and effective measure to combat arbitrary executions and brutal sentences.

Arbitrary Arrests
Iran: lawyer arrested for representing recent detainees 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/iran-lawyer-arrested-representing-recent-detainees/
Human rights activist and lawyer, Mohammad Najafi, was arrested by security forces on the afternoon of January 25 at his home in Arak. Mohammad Najafi has a history of arrests and summonses.  [image: image11.jpg]


Some of his activities include wearing a T-shirt with the words Ashura 88 (referring to the 2009 uprising), and giving a speech at a ceremony for Gohar Eshghi, the mother of Sattar Beheshti, a young blogger who was killed under torture.

Mohammad Najafi is the one who revealed that Vahid Heydari did not commit suicide and denied the accusation of drug addiction against the street vendor who was killed during Iran protests.

Security forces arrest mother of student activist to get to son 

By IranHRM On Jan 18, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/18/security-forces-arrest-mother-student-activist-get-son/
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Iran State Security Forces has taken a woman hostage until her son, a student activist, turns himself in.

Security forces raided the home of Omid Aghdami, a student activist at the University of Tabriz, a poet and a children’s rights activist on Monday, January 15 and arrested his mother, Akram Emamgholi and transferred her to room 37 of Tabriz’s Prison and said they would keep her in detention until her son reports in to the Intelligence Department.

Security agents have said that Akram Emamgholi, who suffers from a heart condition, would be kept in detention until Omid turns himself in. Omid Aghdami is currently residing in Turkey.

In an open letter, Mr. Aghdami has protested the regime’s security forces’ intimidation of his mother and taking her hostage. In turn, he has threatened to set himself ablaze outside the Iranian embassy in Ankara, if anything happens to his mother. He said this is the second time his mother has been summoned to the prison of Tabriz.

Prisoners of Conscience

Iran: Rajaie Shahr Prison hall emptied for detained protesters 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/detained-protesters/
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On orders of Ziaee, the head of Rajaie Shahr Prison in Karaj, Hall 20, Section 7 of the prison was completely evacuated to hold detained protesters. The prisoners in this section were integrated into other sections. The numbers of prisoners in this section is so high that some people rest in the corridor. According to reports, pressure on ordinary prisoners has also increased. 

The courtyard in Section 7 has been closed and prisoners have been banned from getting fresh air and exercising. Also, telephones have been disconnected and the prison store has also been closed. 


Political prisoner writes rises concern over the fate of recent detainees 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/political-prisoner-writes-rises-concern-fate-recent-detainees/
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Political prisoner Saeed Masouri wrote a letter to the UN Secretary-General, warning against the launch of another Kahrizak in Iran. Saeed Masouri wrote in part:

“Dear Secretary-General of the United Nations, Mr. António Guterres,

Thank you for your concern and attention to the street protests of the Iranian people. Since I started my 18th year of prison as of January 9, and I am very familiar with prison conditions in Iran and know very well the probable hardships detained young protesters go through.

I urge you to do everything in your power to protect the lives of the detainees and the rights of the demonstrators.

Especially since all government officials present these political, social, and popular demands that are the byproduct of years of suppression, and the plundering and deprivation from basic human rights, as turmoil, chaos, sedition and affiliation with foreigners, and these labels, as you know, are the prelude to suppression, pressure, and heavy sentences …

The government, which is the very reason young people have stood up, sits in the place of the judge and calls everyone seditionists and their demands, riots and conspiracies.

This is why, I ask you, as the Secretary-General of the United Nations, to use all possible international means to stop the repression of these young people before a human disaster (such as Kahrizak) is repeated. Especially when the country’s prosecutor announced from before that the ‘seditionists’ would be sentenced to moharebeh (enmity with God which carries the death sentence).

Thank you,

Saeed Masouri, Gohardasht (Rajaie Shahr) Prison in Karaj – January 2018

Political prisoner suspiciously transferred to Zahedan Prison 

By IranHRM On Jan 18, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/18/political-prisoner-suspiciously-transferred-zahedan-prison/
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Political prisoner Arzhang Davoudi was suspiciously transferred from Zabol Central Prison to Zahedan Prison, on January 17,2018.
The prisoner who lost a part of his eyesight and hearing due to years of imprisonment under torture. He had been exiled to the Central Prison of Zabol in 2016. 

Arzhang Davoudi, 64, was born in the city of Abadan and has an engineering degree from the University of Texas in Ausin. He has been imprisoned for the last 14 years after first being arrested in 2003 for criticizing Iran’s human rights record in a documentary film titled Forbidden Iran. The film investigated the death in suspicious circumstances of Zahra Kazemi, a Canadian-Iranian photojournalist. Human rights activists say that she was raped multiple times and tortured to death by the Iranian regime. The regime said that she died of a stroke while in custody.

During his time in prison, Arzhang Davoudi has suffered torture, beatings and solitary confinement and was denied access to basic hygiene products and kept in unsanitary conditions. Amnesty International regards Arzhang Davoudi as a “prisoner of conscience” and is calling on the Iranian regime to release him immediately.

Iran: Two women political prisoners summoned to court 

Created: 18 January 2018 

http://www.women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/4686-iran-two-women-political-prisoners-summoned-to-court
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Atena Daemi and Golrokh Iraee, imprisoned in the women’s ward of Evin Prison in Tehran, have been summoned to court.

Evin Prison officials declared on January 16, 2018, that they have been called to Branch 4 of Evin’s Prosecutor’s Office.

The prisoners have refused to appear in court since they have not received written summons and they have not been informed of the reason for the summoning.

Both prisoners sent out letters last week declaring support for the nationwide uprising in Iran.

Women’s Rights

Female Musician Prohibited From Performing on Stage in Isfahan 

January 19, 2018

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/01/female-musician-banned-from-performing-on-stage-in-isfahan/
[image: image17.jpg]


Iranian singer Salar Aghili performed in the central Iranian city of Isfahan on January 12 and 13, 2018, without the female members of his band due to interference by local officials at the Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry, the Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) has learned.

Shahrouz Balouchestani, a female flute player at the Isfahan National Orchestra, told the semi-official Iranian Labor News Agency (ILNA) on January 15 that she had performed for years without any problems, including in Shiraz, Fars Province, two months ago. But this time officials in Isfahan prevented the orchestra’s female musicians from appearing on stage. 

“Women are engaged in many professions alongside men in this country. Women are active members of the musical community as well, but in Isfahan, I don’t know why they can’t perform side by side with men on stage,” she said. 

“It makes no logical sense that Isfahan’s female musicians cannot go on stage in their own city,” she added.

The following day, Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister Ali Salehi said he had “no problem” with females performing with an orchestra on stage.

“From our point of view, there is definitely no problem with female musicians playing with an orchestra on stage and this should be the case in all parts of the country,” said Salehi on January 16. 

“We need to put together a directive regarding various types of musical performances so that local officials in all cities act the same way,” he said. “But, for the time being, our general rules need to be followed.” 

“Naturally, if mistakes are made, we should not repeat them,” added Salehi.

Since 2013, when President Hassan Rouhani was voted into office promising a more open society, numerous musicians and vocalists saw their concerts canceled at the last moment. The vast majority of the canceled concerts had received licenses from the Ministry of Culture and Islamic Guidance. 

Religious conservatives have justified their attacks on musicians by quoting vague statements and decrees by senior religious leaders. Iran’s supreme leader, Ali Khamenei, has often warned about the alleged dangers of music, saying it will “lead people away from the path of God.” 

Cancelations of concerts featuring female vocalists and musicians have also been particularly frequent since 2013. In the Islamic Republic, women are prohibited from singing or playing musical instruments solo. 

Musicians in Iran have long complained that conservative local officials, including prosecutors and the police, sometimes take matters into their own hands and disrupt or cancel concerts that have official permits from the Culture and Islamic Guidance Ministry.

Despite positive rhetoric by the Rouhani administration on the issue, female musicians continue to face discrimination on stage. 

The Fajr International Music Festival this year, scheduled for January 10-20, 2018, includes fewer women musicians than in recent years. According to traditional female singer Hengameh Akhavan, many women refused to play in the festival because they were only offered unfavorable time slots.

“Who sings at two or three in the afternoon? And who’s going to go to a concert at that time?” Akhavan told Khabar Online on January 16. 

Akhavan added that she has written to President Rouhani urging him to allow female singers to perform in cities other than the capital of Tehran. 

“Last year I informed the president about this issue in writing and asked him to tell his directors to do something about this contradiction,” she said. “After a long time, someone contacted me from his office and said my letter had been read and I should tell all my colleagues that there’s no problem.”

“I told them, who am I to make an announcement?” she said. “Why doesn’t the president himself make an official announcement?” 

On December 26, 2017, a concert by singer Benyamin in Tehran was only allowed to proceed after his female cellist was removed from his band. 

“We had done all the usual official paperwork to have [our cellist] Melanie Avanessian on stage but unfortunately, minutes before the concert, she was prevented from performing,” said Akhavan. “In her honor, and the people who had come to see her, we left her seat empty by her instrument,” Benyamin’s producer, Salim Ahmadi, told ILNA on December 27. 

Some conservative clerics, most of whom oppose women performing on stage and sometimes musical performances in general, have pressured the Rouhai government to “clarify” its position on female musicians performing on stage.

“The state must clarify its position on such matters,” said Ayatollah Hossein Mousavi Tabrizi, the secretary of the powerful Assembly of Qom Seminary Scholars and Researchers, on December 27, 2017. 

“If concerts in certain cities are banned, the officials should come out and announce it,” he added. “Then if something happens, it won’t be blamed on the clerics and people won’t lose faith in the clergy.”

Iran: Cleric calls for gender segregation in hospitals 

Created: 17 January 2018 

http://www.women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/4682-iran-cleric-calls-for-gender-segregation-in-hospitals
A Majlis deputy objected to the situation in Iranian hospitals and called for implementation of gender segregation in medical centers.

At an open session of the mullahs’ parliament on January 14, 2018, Nasrollah Pejman, a cleric and deputy from Mashhad, addressed the Health Minister and said, “Despite the Supreme Council of Cultural Revolution’s adoption of bill no. 427 which full implementation of the law in adaptation of medical affairs to religious principles, today we see that there are serious problems in hospitals with regards to the issue of chastity and veil.”

He objected to “the presence of male staff in giving services to women” and added, “Women’s privacy has been distorted. Why are men present in the operation room where a woman is taken for a C-section or abortion?” (The state-run Fars news agency – January 14, 2018)

It should be noted that women’s employment in Iran is conditioned on observation of gender segregation at the work place and if a company or workshop does not have a separate place for women, they are not allowed to employ women. Also, many public places, including university classes and entrances, parks, public transportation and trains, have already been gender segregated.
Freedom of Expression

Press freedom violations recounted in real time January 2018

January 16, 2018 - Updated on January 17, 2018 

https://rsf.org/en/news/press-freedom-violations-recounted-real-time-january-2018
16.01.2018 - Telegram accessible again in Iran
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The Iranian authorities unblocked access to the encrypted messaging app Telegram on 13 January, two weeks after rendering it inaccessible because its founder, Pavel Durov, refused to shut down all the opposition channels using it during a major wave of anti-government protests. Telegram is very popular in Iran, where it has an estimated 40 million users. By using VPNs, many of them continued to access it during the blocking.

At the same time, the government and above all state radio and TV have tried to promote Iranian apps such as Soroush, a “national” app based on the source code of the French app Linphone that has been approved by the Cyberspace Supreme Council. Created at Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei’s behest in March 2012 to oversee the Internet, this body is headed by senior politicians and military officers.

The government has also unblocked other apps such as Instagram and WeChat, a Chinese social media app that cooperates closely with the Chinese government. Facebook and Twitter continue to be inaccessible in Iran, and the Internet as a whole continues to suffer frequent disruptions.

10.01.2018 - Four citizen-journalists released
[image: image19.jpg]


Reporters Without Borders (RSF) has learned that four citizen-journalists who work for the pro-Sufi news website Majzooban Nor – Mohammad Sharifi Moghadam, Mohammad Reza Sharifi, Faezeh Abdipour and Kasra Nouri – were released provisionally yesterday after pressure from families, friends and supporters, who staged a sit-in outside Tehran’s Evin prison. The four citizen-journalists had been taken to Evin and Rajai Shahr prisons following their arrests by intelligence ministry agents on 31 December. 

The families of hundreds of detainees have been gathering outside prisons throughout Iran, including the notorious Evin, because of concern about the fate of their loved-ones.

09.01.2018 - Journalists interrogated in several provinces
Reporters Without Borders (RSF) yet again condemns the persecution of journalists in Iran. Many journalists and citizen-journalists have been summoned and questioned by intelligence ministry officials in Tehran and in the provincial cities of Isfahan, Machhad, Kermanshah and Mahabad. Khosro Kurdpour, the editor of the news website Mokeryan, was summoned twice on 31 December and again yesterday and was interrogated for several hours about his site’s coverage of protests in the western province of Kurdistan. Officials told him that the protests were illegal and that it was therefore illegal for the media to cover them. Kurdpour was already jailed for four years in connection with his journalistic activities, from November 2013 to September 2017.

At least 25 people have been killed and more than 3,700 people, including many citizen-journalists, have been arrested in the wave of protests in cities throughout the country that began on 28 December. According to several sources, at least three young protesters were killed while detained in Arak, Dezful and Tehran’s Evin prison. The regime claims that these detainees “committed suicide.”
Iran: Family of reporter taken hostage by Ministry of Intelligence 

By IranHRM On Jan 17, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/17/iran-family-reporter-taken-hostage-ministry-intelligence/
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After dissident journalist Arash Shoah Shargh was forced to leave Iran and due to his continuing activities in the Gilane No Telegram channel, security forces threatened his family in Iran. They were told that if Arash continued his activities against the government and continued inviting the people of Gilan to participate in protests, they would assassinate him.

His family have now been detained by the Gilan Intelligence Agency. Agents have forced them to make televised confessions and have issued a 500 million toman bail (13.800 dollars) for the three of them. The passports of the family have also been confiscated and they have been banned from leaving Iran. (Amad News – Jan. 7, 2018)

Arash Shoah Shargh was sentenced to 95 lashes in 2016 for the charge of publishing lies. He has been detained several times in the past.

Majority of Iranian MPs Call For Ban on Foreign Social Media Apps 

January 18, 2018

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/01/majority-of-iranian-mps-call-for-ban-on-foreign-social-media-apps/
A majority of Iranian lawmakers have signed a letter calling for a ban on foreign social media apps to support state-led efforts to drive Iranians toward using state-approved domestic alternatives.  

The letter was published the same week President Hassan Rouhani lifted the ban on the widely used Telegram messaging app. 

“In order to protect the political and cultural independence of the country and prevent assaults against the security and privacy of citizens … we, the representatives of the people, strongly urge the heads of the three branches of state to support the replacement of foreign messaging services with domestic ones,” said a letter signed by 170 of Iran’s 290 members of Parliament on January 16, 2018. 

Used by an estimated 40 million Iranians, Telegram was inaccessible for two weeks amid nationwide internet disruption on order of the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC) amid the anti-government protests that broke out across dozens of Iranian cities on December 28, 2017.

Rouhani lifted the ban following a decision by the SNSC, which he chairs, on January 13, 2018. 

According to the Kalame news site, the MPs’ letter, addressing President Rouhani, Judiciary Chief Sadegh Larijani and Parliament Speaker Ali Larijani, was drafted by Ahmad Amirabadi Farahani, a conservative MP from the city of Qom.

The letter accused foreign social media networks of promoting violence and drug use, as well as playing a role in the recent protests and the terrorist attack on Iran’s Parliament in June 2017. 

The MPs also called for tighter controls on virtual private networks (VPNs), which are used by millions of Iranians to circumvent online state censorship.

In March 2012, the government of then-President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad ordered the state-owned Telecommunications Infrastructure Company of Iran (TICI) to block all foreign VPNs and develop a “legal VPN” within a month. But five months later, the company admitted that it was unable to implement the plan.

“We were asked to offer a legal VPN to companies and the people but despite spending billions of tomans [millions of dollars] to promote this project, no one embraced it,” said TICI director Mahmoud Khosravi in August 2012. “Only 26 companies signed up.” 

Private and state-linked companies in Iran have undertaken major efforts to develop domestic messaging apps primarily based on open-source foreign copies. 

The Soroush messaging app, which was developed by the state broadcasting organization, Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting (IRIB), was built on Linphone, a free program that allows users to use its codes to customize their app. 

Another Iranian-made messaging app, Hotgram, which is based on Telegram’s open-source codes, functioned without problems while Telegram was blocked during the recent protests in Iran. The app checks subscribers’ requests to access content on Telegram channels and blocks channels that are banned by Iranian censors. 

But Iranians have shown little interest in using domestic-made apps due to their lack of functionality and security features. Iranians have also rejected the apps’ built-in privacy violations.

Ethnic Minorities’ Rights

Kawan Mahmoudian Arrested in Kamyaran

Posted on: 5th January, 2018 

https://www.en-hrana.org/kawan-mahmoudian-arrested-kamyaran
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HRANA News Agency – Kawan Mahmoudian was arrested by the intelligence agents in Kamyaran and transferred to an unknown location on October 10, 2017.

According to the report of Human Rights Activists News Agency in Iran (HRANA), Kawan Mahmoudian was arrested by the intelligence agents in Kamyaran on October 10, 2017.

A source close to Mr. Mahmoudian, announced this news and told HRANA’s reporter: “Kawan was arrested in the city of Kamyaran by the Ministry of Intelligence’s agents. The cause of this arrest has not been determined and they did not explain anything to his family.”

The source said, “They were finally told that he would be released after another ten days after continuous persuading by his family but there is no guarantee for it.”

It is worth mentioning that Kawan Mahmoudian is from the village of Tengisar, and his job is agriculture.

Religious Minorities’ Rights

Iranian Dervishes peaceful rally responded violently 

By IranHRM Last updated Jan 15, 2018 

http://iran-hrm.com/index.php/2018/01/15/iranian-dervishes-peaceful-rally-responded-violently/
A number of Dervish Gonabadi community members staged a rally, protesting the detention of other Dervishes across Iran which responded violently by the State Security Force as they beat and wounded them using batons, electric shockers and tear gas.

The SSF also arrested a number of the protesters including Zabihollah Kordpour, Abdollah Rezaeian and Mohsen Azadifar.

There is no information available on the arrestee’s whereabouts or their condition.

Baha’i Prisoner Released in Sari upon Completion of Sentence While Shop Remains Sealed

January 15, 2018 

http://iranpresswatch.org/post/18660/bahai-prisoner-released-sari-upon-completion-sentence-shop-remains-sealed/
Source: www.hra-news.org
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HRA News Agency – Behzad Zabihi, a Baha’i citizen sentenced on charges of propaganda against the regime, has been released from Sari prison after the completion of his six-month sentence.  Mr. Zabihi has endured systematic harassment by intelligence agencies and multiple detentions over the past five years due to reasons related to his religious beliefs.

According to the HRANA, the news organization of the human rights activists in Iran, Behzad Zabihi was arrested on September 04, 2017.  He was convicted by the first branch of the Sari City Court on charges of propaganda against the regime, and sentenced to a one-year prison sentence plus two years of exile to the city of Harris in Western Azerbaijan. A later ruling by the appeals court reduced his sentence to six months in prison.  This prisoner of conscience was released from Sari Prison today and was received by friends and acquaintances.

Mr. Zabihi has been repeatedly harassed by intelligence agencies and been arrested four times over the past five years, solely because of his religious beliefs.   Following each arrest, Mr. Zabihi’s place of business has been subject to illegal forced closure and seal by the Ministry of Intelligence on multiple occasions.  At this time the business continues to remain under the seal of government closure despite his family’s attempts to seek remedy through authorities.

Baha’i citizens in Iran are systematically denied freedom of religious belief despite Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

According to unofficial sources in Iran, there are more than three hundred thousand adherents of the Baha’i Faith. The Iranian constitution recognizes only Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Zoroastrianism. This exclusion is used as justification for the violation of the civil rights of Iranian Baha’i Citizens.

Baha’i Student Expelled at the Beginning of Final Exams, Barred from Continuing Education

January 16, 2018 

http://iranpresswatch.org/post/18667/bahai-student-expelled-beginning-final-exams-barred-continuing-education/
Source: bahaicamp.com
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According to the “Not to Harass and Imprison the Baha’i Compatriots Campaign,” reports quoted from HARANA reveal that Sadaf Vojdani has been barred from continuing her studies due to her religious beliefs.

Ms. Vojdani, a Baha’i student and 2017 freshman in the field of Architecture at the Razi University of Kermanshah, has been denied education due to her adherence to the Baha’i Faith. Ms. Vojdani was informed of the expulsion, and denial of access to further higher education, prior to the start of final exams.

According to Article 30 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic, all Iranian citizens have the right to higher education. Also, according to Article 23 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Iran, “the investigation of individuals’ beliefs is forbidden, and no one may be molested or taken to task simply for holding a certain belief.”  Despite the explicit right of the law, the Islamic Republic’s Supreme Council of the Cultural Revolution policy is that Bahá’ís, in addition to being deprived of employment in government offices, are also denied university education.

Every year there are continuing reports of Baha’i citizens being expelled from or denied entry to Iranian universities. Even those on the verge of graduation have been subjected to expulsion from their universities.

Since the Islamic Revolution of 1979, Baha’i citizens in Iran have been denied the freedoms associated with religious beliefs. UN human rights reporters on Iranian affairs have repeatedly challenged the Regime’s persecution of Baha’is, especially deprivation of Baha’i students of their right to education. Reports have made it a clear that this indicates Iran’s failure to respect human rights treaties.

Article 18 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Article 18 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, everyone has the right to freedom of religion and change of religion, as well as the freedom to express it individually or collectively, and openly or in secret.

According to unofficial sources in Iran, there are more than three hundred thousand Baha’is. The Iranian constitution recognizes only Islam, Christianity, Judaism and Zoroastrianism. The Regime does not recognize the Baha’i Faith and has used this as justification for the systematic violation Baha’is’ rights in Iran.

Business of Bahá’í Citizen in Shahriar under Forced Closure and Seal since November

January 16, 2018 

http://iranpresswatch.org/post/18670/business-bahai-citizen-shahriar-forced-closure-seal-since-november/
Source: www.hra-news.org
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HRANA News Agency – The sports equipment retail business of Erfan Bahamin, a Bahá’í citizen residing in the city of Shahriar, was forcibly closed and sealed by the agents of the Public Places Supervision Office on 18 November 2017.  This action was taken due to Mr. Bahamin’s having legally closed his shop in observance of Baha’i religious holidays.  Despite follow ups, the store remains sealed at this time and is prohibited from doing business.

Bahá’í citizens close their business premises on certain days during the year to observe religious holidays.  Their legal right to do so is outlined in Section B of Article 28 of labor laws, which states that owners may close their place of business up to a maximum of 15 days without informing the labor union.  However, police and security forces routinely seal off Baha’i-owned businesses that are closed for religious observances.

It should be noted that disrupting the Bahá’ís community’s ability to engage in financial activity has been systematically used by the police and security forces as a tool to put pressure on the followers of this religion, particularly in recent years.

The sealing of the business premises of Bahá’ís in Iran continues while, in a conversation with the media on 3 December 2017, Shahindokht Molavardi, the special assistant to the president in civil rights affairs said, “inquiries have been made from the vice-president regarding the sealing of the business premises and the prohibition of the Bahá’ís from business activities.  We will continue this discussion through legal means until we find a solution for this issue.”

Baha’i Transferred to Prison Upon Inquiring About Forced Closure of Premise

January 18, 2018 

http://iranpresswatch.org/post/18679/faramarz-sabet-rasekh-bahai-citizen-arrested/
Source: www.hra-news.org
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HRANA News Agency – Faramarz (Hooshang) Sabetrasekhi, a Baha’i citizen of Karaj, has been detained and transferred to prison.

According to HRANA, the news organization of Human Rights Activists in Iran, January 15, 2018, Faramarz (Hooshang) Sabetrasekhi, a Baha’i living in Karaj, was arrested and sent to prison by the Law Enforcement Office of the Governmental Sanctions Court of Alborz province.  The arrest occurred when Mr. Sabetrasekhi appeared at the court, with his business associates and attorney, in attempt to inquire about payment of a 50 million touman fine ($15,000) which resulted following the unjustified forced closure and seal of his place of business, in November 2016, by government oversight officials. Upon his appearance, Mr. Sabetrasekhi was subjected to mistreatment by employees of the court and arrested.

Mr. Sabetrasekhi’s business has remained closed since November 2016; he and his business associates have not had the means to raise the funds to pay the fine.

A source informed of Mr. Sabetrasekhi’s situation, told the HRANA the following:

“In November 2016 ‘Negah Glasses’, the place of business of partners Iraj Sabetrasekhi, Houshang Sabetrasekhi and Ashkan Yousefi, located on the Second Fardis Circle in Karaj, along with more than thirty other businesses belonging to other Baha’i compatriots, was shut down by various governmental oversight officers with various excuses.”

“The business unit of Mr. Sabetrasekhi, with about 31 years of experience and a stellar reputation and no wrongdoings over the course of 31 years, was shut down and sealed in November of 2016, by the Office of Governmental Sanctions of Alborz Province. This, while Article 62, Paragraph A, B, and C of the Sanctions Law on smuggling of contraband states that the shutting down of the trade unit is illegal for the first offense and even for the second offense within a period of one year, even if the crime has been proven by the appropriate court, it is still illegal (to shut down the business). Considering that the (above) business unit was not a wholesale store, but was instead a retail business, and all of the goods at the place of business had a distinct price tag, and associated invoice from domestic suppliers, the incident of business closures are indicative of the existence of a setup.”

“Over the past year, invoices, which all were issued by domestic companies, were provided to the court. However, after about a year and a half of forced closure of the business with an inventory of 850 glasses frames, where all accompanying domestic purchasing receipts had already been provided (to the court), and although the owners were not even the importers of the goods, and contrary to Article 62, Paragraph C which states: ‘if the owner of the business unit has committed three violations within a year, only upon committing the third violation and after being proven guilty in the court, the place of business can be shut down for only 6 months’, the court unjustly ordered them to pay a fine of 50 million toumans. This verdict was confirmed in the Appeals Branch of the Sanctions Court of the Province of Alborz.”

Regarding the arrest of Mr. Sabetrasekhi, this source told HRANA, “Over the past year, Mr. Iraj Sabetrasekhi and Mr. Ashkan Yousefi, as business partners, have been in difficult economic situation along with their families, due to the closure of their business. The illegal nature of the court proceedings has been brought to the attention of the authorities of the province and the country, but unfortunately no response has been issued. January 15, 2018, with only five more days until the due date of the imposed fine, Mr. Houshang Sabetrasekhi as the business manager, and Mr. Ashkan Yousefi as his business partner, along with their attorney went to the office of Implementation of governmental sanctions to inquire about the method of payments of the fine, where they encountered harsh behavior of the authorities, and Mr. Faramrz Sabetrasekhi was detained due to his inability to pay the heavy fine imposed by the court.”

It should be noted that three members of the family of Mr. Sabetrasekhi were executed by the Iranian government during the early years of the revolution, due to their religious beliefs as Baha’is, including his brother, uncle and brother-in-law.

After the execution of the family members of Mr. Sabetrasekhi in the village of Fereydoun in the vicinity of Isfahan due to being Baha’i, all his family’s properties were confiscated by the Iranian government and he was ultimately forced to leave due to the threat to his life.

It has been an established method, particularly in recent years, to prevent Baha’is from engaging in economic activity as a force leveraged against the followers of this religious minority. Forced business closures continues to be used by law enforcement and security agencies.

Police Arrest Three Gonabadi Dervishes and Injure 10 at Peaceful Rally For Detained Devotees 

January 18, 2018

https://www.iranhumanrights.org/2018/01/police-arrest-three-gonabadi-dervishes-and-injure-10-at-peaceful-rally-for-detained-devotees/
Ten members of a persecuted Sufi order in Iran were injured and three others arrested in the city of Kowar, Fars Province after police attacked their rally in support of detained fellow devotees on January 14, 2018.

Kasra Nouri, a reporter for Majzooban Noor, the official website of the Gonabadi Dervishes, told the Center for Human Rights in Iran (CHRI) on January 17 that the police violently dispersed the peaceful gathering in front of the Governor’s Office.

“The police attacked with batons, tasers and tear gas. Among the 10 who were injured, there was even a pregnant woman named Rahele Merrikh,” said Nouri. “We have no information about the three who were arrested.

“We don’t know where they were taken or what they have been charged with,” he added.

Zabihollah Gardpour, Abdollah Rezaian and Mohsen Azadifar were arrested on January 14. The injured include Rahele Merrikh, Nourollah Golshan, Nasrollah Golshan, Kheirollah Karami, Gholam Azadi, Ahmad Dehghan, Amin Nodoumi, Iman Nodoumi, Sajjad Pourfarjam and Mehdi Nouri.

Nouri, who was himself detained for 10 days on December 30, 2017, while visiting a fellow dervish in a hospital in Tehran, estimated that in the past three weeks, 18 dervishes were arrested in various Iranian cities. Twelve of them were in detention on unknown charges when Nouri spoke to CHRI.

The Islamic Republic views alternative belief systems, especially those seeking converts, as a threat to the prevailing Muslim Shia ruling political establishment and has imprisoned GonabadiDervishes as part of an ongoing persecution campaign.

“The dervishes in Kowar and in all of Iran are demanding an end to being seen as a security threat. Why should Gonabadi lawyers, students, teachers or businessmen lose their jobs, go to prison and be disrespected?” said Nouri. “Freedom of religion and thought are accepted public rights.”

Citizens are allowed to attend peaceful gatherings according to Article 27 of the Iranian Constitution.

“Why do the authorities confront every peaceful gathering by Gonabadi Dervishes when the Constitution has given them that right?” asked Nouri. “These violent attacks and use of tear gas are inhumane.”

Iran: Two women dervishes beaten and arrested 

Created: 19 January 2018 

http://www.women.ncr-iran.org/iran-women-news/4688-iran-two-women-dervishes-beaten-and-arrested
A number of Gonabadi dervishes staged a protest outside the governorate of Ko-Ar in Fars Province, southern Iran, on January 14, 2018, against arbitrary arrests of dervishes in various cities without presenting any reasons.

The State Security Force responded to this gathering by beating the protesters with batons. They also used tear gas and arrested a number of the participants. A pregnant woman, Raheleh Merrikh, was among those wounded because of the beatings.

Another woman, Fatemeh Soltani, a dervish from the central Iranian city of Yazd, has also been arrested in recent incidents.
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